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To the READER. 
* Here was nothing I more deſired, then to 
; f#ravel beyond the Seas, and ts know the 
WES PAS Dario manners of the Nations of the 
=> Tod : for wbich, through Gog'rprovi- 

ny. ddeace, 1 had an opportunity offered we.rs ney 
great ſatufetHiow, being Chirergeon of an Engliſh Ship 
in the Sireights, where, for a curethat I did for Orlando 
de Spina #f Gollipulo, en ervinent wan in theſe parts, 
I was by him preferred ts be Captatnof a Ship of Malta, 
which was ſet ont by the ſaid Orlando , and committed to 
my command 47 inſt the Turks inthe Arches, in aſs:iftance 
tothe Venetian ſervice : in the which ſervice I ſpent 4- 
bout vine ldmhes , till the tempefiuome ſeaſon of the yeer 
iime of employment, 1 made five fights at Sea, andiws at 
Land, being choſen by lat to invade the Turk's Conmry, 
with a certain company of Souldiers colletFed ont of our 
Fleet, to do ſome execution upon the borders of the Enemy, 
4nd to get ſome proviſion for our reliefs in all which fights 
(alchough very perilous) God gave me the Vittory, The 
whole tie I ſpent beyond the = » before and after this 
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employment, was almoſt four yeers, not ſtaying lows in a 
one place. But firſt Itraveled roll the Es of oy 


for Merchantizing, to knuw the Trade of the places, and 


the convenlency of their Harbonrs, that 1 mich be able to 
do ſore profitable ſervice in Merchant affairs, Alſo 
Itravelled into ſeveral Conntries, andihe moſt eminent 


Cities and Towns therein, viz. Egypt, Macedonia, 


Dalmatia, Calabria, Apulcia, Cicilia;Afſyria,Scla- 


_ vonia, ſome parts of Spain avd Portugal , ro rhe Iſlands 


Cyprus, Candia , Pathmos, Delphos, z Car- 
age, Corinth, Troy, Conſtantinople , befides 
many other Towns and Places : but my longeſt abode was 
Jn laly, cighorne, 


; Italy,eand therein at Venice, Naples, 
Florence, Millaine, Rome, Botronia, Mantua, Ge-. 


France , taking a brief veiw of many eminent places in 
that Kingdow., And at Paris 1 found 'many of my Coun- 
try-men, (of which though ſome be per ſons of great quali- 
$9,9et) God knoweth they are in a low condition, And new 


1 jba# give abrief account of ſome of my Obſerwations, 


during the 1ime of i, abode beyond the Seas. 


Some 


| Some OBSERVATIONS in my 
Iravels beyond the Seas. 


Jy T Par; onr Country-men live peaceably, and 
\ = enjoy our Religion without dilturbance. 
BEA There is a place allowed thein,with neceflary 
SYS accommodations for the exerciſe of Religion. 
YASS Door Srew:ird did often preach' to them: 
and for their form of worſhip, ir 1s the ſame 
rhac was formerly in E-glasxd, with the Book of Common- 
Prayer,and the'Rires therein uſed 3 and aVfo they continue 
the Innovations that were praiſed by many of our Cletgy ; 
as, Bowing ar the Name jof Jeſus towards the Alrar, 
&c,- which 1 know giveth offence to the good French 
Proteſtants, *who ro me did often condemn'rhoſe Innova- 
tions for Romiſh Superſtitions: : doubtleſs, they would do | 
out Church, a#d our Religion more credu there, if they did 
ule leſs Ceremony, As for the French-Papiſts, truely rhey 
are more civ1lto them, then was expeed: for the Opinion - 
of the World where I have been, is but mean of that Nati-- 
on. And1T believe rhe Tralian may be their Conſen-Ger- 
man, for-both of them arefalſe and faithleſs enough, And 
this conſideration (God having taken away Orlando my no- 
ble Friend, who did alwayes much countenance me) -did 
 lefle: my affe&ion ro' continue in thar ſervice ; for my ' 
Souldiers were all Italians (excepr a few Greeks: ) and1 
never ſaw much cauſe to be confident in their fidelity ; bur 
-r was chiefly for fear of him, that they wereſorraQable *_ 
rome, | SEEN [ 
As for Religion , inmoſt parts where 1 have been; it 1s 
7 | vene- © 


» 


MM cr: 
generally = ſame with the Church of Ryme : but for the 


of both 2 for rhovgh chey ſome Fundamentals with 


us, yer they follow many of the Romiſh Superſtirions ; and 
(according to my obſervation ) they follow more the Relj- 
gion of Rowe, then the Proteftam Charclr ; and rhey-are 
much poyſoned with Herefies. ems 
Bur of ail Nations, according ro my obſervation, none 
are more zealous for the Religion of Rome, then the Spani- 
ards, who, I think, for this, are more Romanilts then the 
Romans chemielves ; forwith them chere 1s an Inquiftion, 
and. in-Rowe1 never heard of the fame .Fangerous ſnare: 
there I had as much freedom, as I could defice; and more 
courtelic then I conld expet , wichour any temptation to 
apoliate from ary Religion,  , | 
. As forihe Occurrences that I mer with they were many: 
bur thele fourwere the moſt conliderables: 
. - Firſt, Thefiganglingof the grear Turk by the Janizarics, 
at which cime rhere was vrear fear and trouble in Conſtanti- 
ople 3 but they enthroned his Son, and thts brought 2 
peaceable ſertlement : and wich him therewere cur off-di- 
vers Baſha's heads; all whoſe heads (excepcing the great 
Turk's) lay chree dayes in Chargers before the Palace Gate, 
for the publick view-of che people ; which chey lay 15 the 
cultome for the Noblemen that are beheaded, 
The nexc thing 1s, The lowing of the River Ny in o/£- 
eyptxthe manner whereof is this: it begianerh ro flow abour 
the fifreenth of Jane every yeer : the people know the time 
thereof, and expeR it accordingly ; and this 1s after their 
Harveſt, which is a{ually .ended abour the beginning of 
AMay. As forRain, rhere ſeldome faliech any in e/Egppr. 
During che cime the River is up, all che Couptey appeareth | 
like Uands, Their Town are feared npon Hills, and-cheir 
 Jower Grounds are all corered with Warers ; and the In- 
habitant= uſe {mall Boarz ro paſs from place to place abour 
their Fairs: and becauſe ihcy know the yearly _ bo 
Tl 
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(3) : 
Nylu y, they provide for the lafecy, of their Carrel rill che 
Water S are Walted STA. . There are alſo cerrain Pil- 
lars of Stone icr upy WI | divers maxks upon them, by which 
they know the degrees of the ciling, and the uſual heighth 
that the Waters do aſcend unco ; andif the Waters do aſ- 
cend aboye rhe bighelt mark., they do expeR ſome lirange 
conſequence thereaf. But the greateſt wonder 1s, the pre= 
{ent ceflation of the Plague upon the lowing of this River. 
There died ſome thouſands of rhe Plague rhe day before 
the flowing of Ny/us in Gravndeairogas they certified me z & 2 
day Or two after,norone perſon more died of the Infeion. 
This I obſerved, thar theLand is full of uphealthy fogry 
mite, and vapours,whi-b cauſe the diſeaſe ; and x ſeems the 
Waters of Njlus do puriic 1c again, 

In the Kingdom of Gravdcarre, allas, Pharaoh's Town, is 


the ogT and ic 15 greater then any ellewhere 1 did be- 
hold ; but Aemphs is the neater Cary 3 and being there, 


I went to ſee the Land of Goſhen ,. where the {ſrgc/ites did 
inhabic : this 1s a very pleaſant and fruicfal Land for Paſture, 
ſuch, as I have nowhere ſcen the like, - At this time alſo, I 
had an opportunity to ſee the Red-ſea, and rhe place where 
(as they enformedme ) the I aelites did enter theis Jour- 
ney through the fame: there alſo they ſhewed me the 
orcat Mountains that incloſed them, when Phereeh puriged 
rhem with his great Army ; and the Hills where the two - 
Armies lay in f1zht one of another : and there Ifound the 
rue reafon why it is called the Red-Sea ; not becauſe the 
Waxer is red yaturally , bur becauſe the Sand.is red ; and 
this was clear tome , by plain demonſtration : for I pur 
ſome of the Water into a clean vefſel,and rhere I did fee ict 
had theſame colonr of other Water ; bur rhe Sand is red- - 
diſh, and giveth the ſame colour ro the Water, 


1 hall omic many other things cqncerving e/Egypt 3 one- 
ly this, it is ms be 'Tark's Damien ,- and rhe Nailves 
are his miſerable ſaves. ” 
| Thirdly, You-may expe@ ſome news from Rowe, whete 
alio I was, ang did beholdrheir great Solemniey , ir being 
then the | Auve Saxifny 35 they thers call it, ghec 352 the year | 


of Jubilee. . There . 


- There t beheld the Pg I his glory, and how in grear 
ſtate he was cafried abour-the City: the fireets were 
thconged with the people; and 2s he pifled by, they made 
chem even co ring With acclamations and rejoycings the was | 
carried by ſome eminent men , having a rich Canopy over 
him. He made his Crofles inthe Air with his fingers , and 
Chrew bis bleſſings amongſt chem. And truly theſe deluſions 
were ſo prevailing with the people, rhat (poor fouls) they 
teemed to me to rejoyce,as if Chriſt himſelf had been come 
to Rome, and brought them down rhe felicities of Heaven; 
At one time I beheld 1ni'Naples ( perhaps it will ſeem 
frange, bur it is'true-Y' abouteighe thouſand Pilgrims going 
ro Rome , fortheir abolition; all which the Vice-Roy of 
Naples maintained three dayes at his own charge; and on 
the fourth day , they did: preſent chemſelves before him ar 
bis Palace in Prilgrim Weeds , (viz.) with leaden PiQures 
_ of: Saints in their Hats; - With leather Collers about rheir 
Necks , which fell down half way overtheir Arms,' and | 
cheir Staves in their Hands; ahd rlins. they marched away 
— from Naples, in the poſture of an Army towards Rowe, and 
fo farewel Rome : Vide, ſatis eft vidiſſe. F — 
- Tomir to recite many orher occurrences, which by con- | 
ferrence Iſhall willingly communicare ro my Friends; they 
beins too'many to commir' ro' writing : 'anely now the 
foutth remarkable thing remaineth to preſent you withal ; 
and that is, i TT” 
- The proceedings of a great Councel of Jews aſſembled 
in rhe Plain of Ageda in Hungaria about thirty Leagues 
dittanr from Buda , to examine the Scriptures concerning 
Chriſt; onthe twelfth of Oftober 1650, | 
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It hath been much defired by many honeſt Chriftiang,that 
_ rhis'Narrartve 'of che'Fews Councel ſhonld -be' publiſhed, 
which -1-did' intend only'ro communicate to private friends: = 
the chief Argument by which they have perſwaded me ro 
do it , - is, becauſe they do: conceive it to be a preparative | 
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and hopeful fignof the Few: Converſion . and. rhat it will 
'be'glad tidings-coche Church! of Chriſt ;/ and ; 72 
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haveyielded co fatisfie their defires therein, And thus ic 


 WAISs- 


Atthe place abovenamed, there aſſembled about three 
hundred Rabbies, called rogether from ſeveral parts of the 
World, to exarmune the Scriptures concerning Chriſt : and 
it ſeems this place was thought mott convenient for this 
Councel, in regard that part of rhe Country-was not much 
inhabited, becaule of the continual wars between the Turk 
and the King of Hyurgaria : where (as I was informed) they 
had fought two bloody Bartels : yer both Princes, notwich- 
ttanding their own differences, did give leave to the Jews 
ro hold their Conncel there, And for their accommoda- 


tion there, the Jews did make divers Tents for their repoſe, 
and had plenty of proviſion brought them from other partes 


of the Country , during the time of their fitting there. 
There was alſo one large Tent, builr onely for the Counce] 
roſit in, made almoſt fourſquare ;- rhe North and the Souch 


part of. it, being nor ace ſo large as the Eatt and 
Weſt partthereof, Ir had 


ut one Door, and that opened 
tothe Eaſt ; and in the middle thereof, ſtood a liccle Table 
and a Stool for the Propounder tofit on, with his Face to- 


wards the Door of the Tent, The ſaid Propounder was 


of the Tribe of Levi, and-was named Zacharias ; and 
within this Tent round about wereplaced divers forms for 
che Conſulters to fit on, Ir was allo incloſed with a Rail, 
that food a diſtance from it, to prevent entrance to all 


Rangers, and to all ſuch Jews as could nor prove them- 
ſelves to be Jews by Record , or could nor di{pute inthe 
-Hebrew-rtongue , which many had forgotten which lived 
-in ſuch Countries, where they are not allowed their Syna- 
802 | 

- belong tothe King of Spain, viz, the Kingdomot Naples, 


nes, as in Fraxce, Spain, and thoſe parts of Italy that do 


with the Province of Ca/abriazand Apwleia; the Kingdom of 
(cilia, and Sardaria; inwhich places, if a Jew be found, 
and he deny the Popiſh Religion, he is in danger ro be con- 
demned and executed for it; and yer profit and benefic 
allureth them ro dwell in thoſe Countries, notwithſtand- 
ing their fears and dangers: and themſelves are willing to 

| 5B. forger 


(6) | | 
forvet , - and ſo negle@ to teach their Childrentheir native 
Langeg: , Father then they will loſe their opportunity of 
profie z: and ſome have. burned the ancient Records of their 
Tribe and Family , that they might not be diſcovered by 
ſearching , . or otherwiſe. And for this defe&, rhar they 
could nor prove their Tribe or Family, they were not per- 
mitred to come within the Rail, bur were commanded 
ro remain wichour with the ſtrangers that remained there, 
co ſee the iſſue of their proceeding, which were above 
30co perſons, and they were forthe molt part of them 
Gerngans, Almaines,Dalmatians, and Hungarians, with ſome - 
. Greeks.z bur few 1:alians, and not one Engliſh man that T 
conld hear of befides my ſelf © ' . _ 

I was informed, that the King of Hyungaria not favouring 
the reformed Religion, did give no encouragement to any 
Proteſtant Churches ro ſend any Divines rhicher ; but he 
did allow, that ſome Aſlittants ſhould be ſent from Rome : 
_ and their coming rhicther did-prove a great unhappineſs to 

When the Aﬀembly did firſt meer, they ſpent ſometime 
in their mutnal ſalurarions; and, as their: manner is ,' they 
kiſs'd one the orher's cheek , exprefiing much joy for their 
happy meeting : and all things being provided for their ac- 
commodation, rhey confidered ofthe Jews thar were t6 be 

admined Members of this Conncel 3 and they were onely 
allowed ro be Members , which could by Record prove 
themſelves to be native Fews; and for defeQherein, I ob- 
ſerved above five hundred refuſed : rhough doubtleſs they 
were true-born Jews , yet they could nor by Record prove 
themſelves To to be ; and for this-they were not admirted 
ro be Members of the Councel ; but rhey did abide without 
- the Rail with the firangers that were there: and the ntam- 
ber of chemchar were accepted to be Members, was about 
chree hundred Jews, Andthis was all that was done the 
firft da o | | : 

On 4k ſecond day , the Aﬀembly being full ,, the Pro- 
| pounder ſiood up, and made his ſpeech concerning the end 

of theirmeeting : And, Thi,1aid he, « toexamine the Scri- 
CL : piures 


Y 


_ Oo = 
ptitres, Concerning Chriſt, whether be be already rome, o» whether 
we are yet to expett his coming, In examining this/queſtion, 
chey ſearched the old Teſtament with great care and labour, 
co be reſolved of the Truth thereof, having many Bibles 
with them there for this end. And about this Point there 
were ereat Diſputes amongtt them, The major part were 
of Opinion , Thar he was not come : and ſome inclined ro 
think that he was come; being moved thereunto by their 
ereat Judgement, chart bath conrinued now this 1 600 years 
upon them, | Dj - 
I remember very well , one of the Counce] in his con- 
. ference with me, iecmed ro be vety apprehenltve of the 
oreat and long deſolation of their Nation, ever fince theit 
defiru&ion by the Roman Emperours ;'and he' imputed 
chis cheir affliction co their impenitency , and compating 
cheir preſent Judgement, with their other Judzemenrs they 
had ſuffered before. The lame he insennoully confefeg, 
that he did conceive it was for ſome grear wickedneſs; and 
that their Nation was guilty of the blood of the Prophers 
ſent from God to theur Nation , and the many Miſficres 
that had been committed by the feveral Se&s and FaQions 
amoneft them, For ({aid he) we are »o [dslaters, neither do 
I think we were guilty of Idolatry fince our captivity in Baby- 
lon; and therefore fab he) 7 do impure this or calamity aud 
preſent judgement, to the forenamed cauſes, And this was the 
ſam of that which was difputed amoneſt them the ſecond 
day of their meeting ; and ſo they adjourned till the n-xr 
mornine,which was the third day of their meerins/ - 
When being aff:mbled together again, the pot>t thar was 
chiefly agitated was concermng the mannet of 'Chrift tis | 
coming, And,This,ſome ſaid,ſhall be like a mighty Prince.in 
the full power and anthoricy of 2 King,yea,in greater power = 
then ever any King had;z& that he will deliver theig Natton 
onr of the power of their Enemies, and riiciy Temple ſhall 
be rebuilr azain; .and, that the Narions ſhale of their 
2ii210n, and worſhip God afcer their monner, ''For they 
hold, That the Meſſiah will not alter their Relioi>n,when- 
ſoever he cometh, Andfurthcr, concerning his Parenrave, 
Þ 2 \ chey 
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_ thiey did agrec in'this , that he ſhould be born of a Viretn, 
_ according co the prediction of. the Prophecs ; and they. a- 


creed alſo, chat he may be born of tuch a Virgin, which- 
might be of mean note amonglt their Nation, as was the 


Virgin cAary, And here lome of them ſeemed co me.to 
| incline co think-thar Chriſt was come. Therefore when- 


they came together again the next day ,. the Propounder 


demanded of them, if Chriſt were already come, and 
who they thought he was: and to this demand, they 
oave this anſwer, Thar they thought E/iah was he, if 
he were come, becaulc he came with great power , which 
he declared by flaying the Prieſts of Baal: and, for the ful- 
filling of the Scriptureghe was oppreſſed by Aþab and Jeza- 
bel: yet they eſteemed him ro be more then a morcal man, 


becauſe he to ſtrangely aſcended up into heaven. And be- 


cauſe this opinion- was contradiged by others, the day fo]- 
lowing they tooke into examination the ſame on, 
to anſwer them-thar ſaid ELah was not the Meſſiah. They 
of the contrary opinion did urge the care and love . of 
Eliah, for the good of their Nation, in that he left chem 
Ehſha his diſciple to teach and inſiru& the people ; which 


they expeRtco be the care of their Mefizh. Theſe were 


the chief Arguments they-had re defend their opinion : 
and the ſame day towards night, it -came lato queſtion a- 
monelt them;Whar he then was that ſaid he was the ſon of 
God,and was crucified by their Anceſtors. And becauſe this 


_ was the great queſtion amongſt them ; they deferred the 


further conſideration thereof, untill the nexr day. 
When meetting agaimthe Phariſees, (for ſome of this Se& 
were amonelt them,that were always the enemies of Chriſt) 
they firſt began to anſwer this: laſt nights queſtion ; and 
thele by no meanes wonld: yeeld that he was che Chrit 3 
and theſe reaſons they gave for their opinion. 
Firſt, becauſe (ſaid they) hecame imo the world like an 
ordinary and inferior man, not with his ſcepter, nor Royal 
power 3: wherewith they affirmed the comine- of Chritt 


fhonld be Glorious, 2. They pleaded avainſt him : che 
meanneſs.of his birth, inthat his'facher was a Carpenter E 
and: 


(8 
and this they ſaid was a F © Ol that Chriſt ſhould nor 
be capable of. 3. They accuſed him ro be an enemy ro 
Moſes law, in ſuffering his diſciples, and in doing workes 
himlelf, rhar were prohibured onthe Sabbath day : for they 
believe thar the Meſſiah will punRually and exaQly keep 
 thelaw of Moſes: and where the Goſpel doth refttfie of 
Chriſt, that he did fulfill che law, they reje& the Teſtimony 
thereof, becauſe they do not own the Goſpel, But I obſer- 
ved, theſe reaſons of the Pharsſees, did ncr ſatisfic all thar 
heard themybur there till remained ſome doubt in ſome of 
chem concerningChrift; for chere flood up one Rabbiecalled 
Abraham, and objeQed againſt the Phariſees, the miracles 
chat Chrilt wrought whil't he was upon earth , as his rait- 
ing of the dead to life again, his making the lame to walk, 
the blind to ſee, and the dumb to ſpeake. And the ſame 
Abraham demanded of the Phariſees by. what power he 
did theſe Miracles, The aniwer the Phariſees returned to - 
him, was to his pnrpoſe: They ſaid he was an Impoſtor : 
anda Magitian; and Blaſphemouſly traduced him of do- 
ing all his Miracles by Magicke: thus, ſaid they,he firſt cauſ- 
ed them to be blinde, ro be dumb, to be lame; and then 
by taking away his Magical Charme, they were reſtored ro 
cheir former condition,Nevertheleſs this anſwer gave little 
SatisfaRion to the ſaid Abraham; but rhus he replyed, that 
heconld nor charme thoſe that were borne in thar condi- - 
tion, as blind, &c, and borne alſo:before Chriſt himlelf 
was borne; as It appeareth ſome of chem were: this ſeem- - 
ed tohim an abſurd paradox ; and truely the preſſing of this 
argument, did almoſt put them roa nonplus, ill ar laſt 
they had this eyalion(though weak and vile)they were({ſaid 
they)by other Magitians convinced to be ſo mn their-mo- - 
thers wombs;& that although himſelf were not then: borne 
when they were born with theſe evils, yer be being a erear 
diſſembler, & mote cunning then any Magitian before him, 
power Was given him by the Devil, to remove thoſe charms 
which others had placed:and there was one Phariſee named 
Zebedee, that of rhe Phariſees there did moſt opprobriouſly 

revile hum, and Vehemently urze theſe rhings againſt _ : 
| Ut- . 
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bur 1 conceive he did it not to the well-liking of many 


there that heard him,even members of the Councel, And as 
rhe Phariſees that day played their parrsagainſt him: ſo 
did rhe Sadduces allo endeavour , ( for ſome of thar ſea 
were alſo of the Counce]) to render Chrilt vile and odt- 
ous to rhe reſt ofthe Jewes that were aflembled there. 
I obſerved it was with them as it was once with Herod 
and Pilate ; thongh they two could not agree berwixt them- 
ſelves ar other times, yer they could agree together to cru- 
cifie Chriſt ; forthe Pharyſees and Sadduces,rhough rhey be 
much divided in opinicn among themſelves, yet did they 
ar this time roo much agree to diſgrace and ro diſhonor 
Chritt with their lyes, calumnies and blaſphemies; tor the 
Sadduces as well as the Phariſees, did in other things accuſe 
him for a grand Impoſtor,and for a broacher of corrupt do- 
 Qrine: in thar in his Goſpel he reacheth the. reſurre&ion 
from the dead, which they there denyed to be trne do- 
Arine: bur ic is no new thing to'{ce factions diflenting, to 
agree in ſame evil deſizne agamſt others, as T found i by 
experience: being at Rowe inthe year 1650, which was 
the year of their Jubilee, rhere was a great ftrife between 
the Jeſuites and the Fryers of the order of Saint Domiriche, 
borh which were againſt the Proteſtants - and alchonuzh 
their differences have been by rhe care and vigilance of 
the Pope, ſo imorhered;rhar the world hath not taken much 
notice thereof, yet th13 fire broke our into a flame erearer 
then everir was before, ( as they certified me there ) 
both by pnblicke Ditputings, and by bitter Writings one 


a2ainlt anorher, opening rhe vices and errors of one ano-. 


. thers FaRidngrthus ſeeking to diſerace one the other;which 
cauſed rhe Pope to threaten ro excommunicarte the authors 
- of all ſuch black and libellous bookes, rhar did rend ro rhe 


diſhonor of his Clergy and Religion, ro make them infa- 


-mous to the world, Burt this by the way, 

We are'come now to the ſeventh and laſt day of their 
Councel ; and on rhis day, this way the main Quere 
amonelt them : 1f Chri't be come, then whar rules and »:- 
ders hath he left his Church to walke by ? This was a ercac 

| = | | Que?- 
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Queſtion amongſt chem : and becauſe they did not believe 
che new Teltament,nor would be guide by ir,they deman- 
ded tome other inftruion ro dire& and guide them in this 
point : thereupon lix of the Roman Clergy (who of purpole 
were {ent from Rome by the Pope, to aſlilt in this Conncel) 
were called in, viz. two Jeſwites, two Friers of the Order of 
S. Auguſtine, and rwo of the order of S.Francs : and theſe 
being admitred into the Connce],began to open unto thera 
the Rules and Do&rine of rhe holy Church of Rome, ( as 
they call it) which Church they magnified ro them , for 
the holy Catholike Church of Chriſt, and their doarine to 
be the infallible Do&@rine of Chri't, and their Rules ro be 
the rules which the Apoſtles left ro the Church for ever to 
be obſerved, and that the Pope is rhe holy Vicar of Chrift, 
and the ſucceflor of Saint Peter:and for infiance in ſome par- 
ticulars, they affirmed thereal preſence of Chriit in the 
Sacrament , the Religious obſervation of ther holy dayes, . 

the invocation of Sajnis,praying to the Virgin Aary,and her 


commanding power in heaven over her Son, the holy uſe _ 


of the Croſs and Images, with the reſt of their Idolatrous 
and ſuperſ}itious worſhip ; all which they commended co - 
the Aſſembly of the Jewes, for the Doarine and Rules of 
the Apoſtles, But io ſoon as the Aſſembly had heard theſe 
things from them, they were generally & exceedingly rrou-- 
bled therear , andfell into high clamours againſt chem and 
their Religiongcrying out,No Chriſt,no Woman-Godzno in- 
tercefſion of Saints, no worſhipping of Images, no praying 
to the Virgin Mary, &c. Truely their trouble herear was {o ' 
oreat,that-1c troubied me to ſee their impatience : they rene 
their cloaths, and caſt duſt npon their heads, and cryed out - 
aloud, Blaſphemy, blaſphemy ; and upon this the Councel 
broke up: Yer they afſemHled againthe eighth day ; and 
all that was done then,was toagree upon another meeting 
of their. Nation three yeers ; afrer which was concluded 
ur on before rheir final difſolution. : 
| I do believe there were many Fewes there , that would - 
have been perſwaded to own the Lord Jeſus : and rhis Ial- - 
fure-you for a truth, and it is for the honor of our Religion, | 


and -: 
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and the encouragement of our Divines, one eminent Rebb; 
there, did deliver me his opinion in conference with me, 
chart he ac firſt feared rthar thoſe which were ſent from Rome, 
would cauſe an unhappy period ro their Councel; and pro- 
feſled romezthat he much deſired rhe preſence of ſome Pro- 
reftanc Divines,g eſpecially of our E-glſh Divines,of whom 
he had a better opinion, then of any other Divines in the 
world : for he did believe that we have a great love to 
. their Nation ; and this Reaſon he gave me for their good 
opinion of our Divines , Becauſe he underſtood that they 
d1d ordinarily pray for the conyerſion of their Nation ; 
which he did acknowledge to be a great token of our love 
rowards them : and eſpecially he commended rhe Miniſters 
of Lendon, for excellent Preachers, and for their charity to- 
wards cheir Nation ; of whom he had heard a great fame, 
As for the Church of Rowe, they account it an Idolatrous 
- Church, and therefore will not owne their Religion.: and 
by converfing with the Jewes, I found that they generally 
Affik, char there is no other Chriftian Religion in the 
world, butthat of the Church of Rome ; and for Romes T- 
dolatry , they take offence ar all Chriſtian Religion : by 
which it appeateth that Rowe is the greateſt enemy of the 
Jewes converſion, : 
* Forthe place of the Jews next meeting, it 1s probable 
{twill be in Syria, in which Country I alſo was , and did 
there converſe with the Se of the 'Rechabites, living in 
Syria : they ſtill obſerve their old cuſtomes, and rules ; rhey 
neither ſow nor planr, nor build houſes ; bur live in Tents, 
- and often remove from one place to another, with their 

whole Famuly,bag & baggage, And ſeeing I find that by the 
_ {talian tongue, I'can converſe with the Jews, or any other 
Nation, in all theparts of the world, where T have been ; 
x God give me an oppormnity, I ſhall willinely atrend 
their next Connce]l, '1he Food Lord proſper it. Amer © © 
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